Contact: Steve Urow of VeggieDate.org, steve@veggiedate.org                 Dec 9th, 2002
310-399-9355, 420 Raymond Ave. Suite #12, Santa Monica CA 90405

Article for publication:


Finding Vegetarian Connections in Cyberspace

By Teri Goldman, VeggieDate Correspondent,   December 2002
How many times have you thought, “Where can I meet fellow vegetarians?” If statistics are accurate, millions of people living in the United States practice vegetarianism, yet it always seems to be a fluke when we bump into others who share this way of life.  Some fortunate people live in areas where local vegetarian organizations sponsor events, but they often end up meeting the same people repeatedly.  Only a small percent of vegetarians convene annually at national conferences and festivals, the locales are often far from home, and time and finances become a factor.  So, where can a vegetarian find someone with similar values to perhaps date or with whom to form a lasting relationship?

Well, surprise!  The Internet has come to the rescue.  VeggieDate.org is an interactive singles service where one can search for potential friends, romantic interests, pen pals, or online chatroom buddies.   VeggieDate displays over 9500 personal ads, and it is one of the largest and fastest growing vegetarian organizations worldwide.  VeggieDate was established in 1999 to meet the need for vegetarians to connect with each other, and over twenty new members enroll everyday.  Testimonial pages on VeggieDate document a dozen marriages through the website, as well as countless friendships. 

For many people, vegetarianism involves more than a food choice.  Becoming a vegetarian may be influenced by a number of factors, including health, religion, environmental concerns, or interest in animal rights.   Despite this diversity of interests, many vegetarians seem to share a common desire to live a compassionate life and to question what is appropriate verses what our society defines as “right”. VeggieDate’s mission includes a desire to unite people based on their central values and philosophies.  

The Internet provides a great medium for initially “matching” people based on life views and interests.   People simply choose the basic qualities they hope to find in others and then begin a search.  Profiles on VeggieDate include general categories of information such as height, age, a wide variety of religious preferences, and “type of relationship” desired.  In addition, the site breaks down participants in terms of vegetarian level, ranging from “almost vegetarian” to vegan, raw foods, and macrobiotic.  Participants search based on geography, and profiles are posted from most United States cities, as well as numerous foreign countries.  In addition to the pre-formed categories, VeggieDate participants have the opportunity to describe themselves and the type of person they are seeking.  VeggieDate displays a diverse clientele, ranging from young adults to retirees, from business and healthcare professionals to musicians and artists, and from very politically active to apolitical types.   The site even offers keyword searches to narrow the choices.  For example, someone who is active in “animal rights” is able to search for a partner with a similar passion.  

If vegetarianism is an important aspect of your life, then VeggieDate is certainly worth investigating.    The site offers a “two week free full trial”, with access to all the available features.  Prices after that time are extremely low compared to other online organizations, and support services are readily available.  In addition, the site posts a calendar of upcoming events, as well as links to numerous veg-friendly websites.  Are you looking to meet other vegetarians for fun and love?   If so, VeggieDate is the place to start.   All you need is an email address and online computer access.  For more information or to join, visit http://veggiedate.org, and place your free ad today.  
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